THE MOHAMMEDAN HAGIOLOGY         227
arising from the utter destitution of the members who in
their flight had left all behind them. Abu Bekr and 'AH
each appointed a successor called a khalf fy, who in turn
passed on the succession. Later on disintegration set in,
with a consequent weakening of the organisms, but "the
way," or essence of doctrine and practice, was handed on
from individual to individual, so that in every period of its
history Islam has been permeated with brethren recognizing
each other by secret signs and grips. From time to time
there arose, among these, great teachers, who by sheer force
of personality attracted a band of followers, but with their
death these followers usually fell away, becoming merged
in the unorganized body of sufis, or mystics. Reorganiza-
tion into distinct orders, which continue to be a power to-day,
began in the twelfth century with the great 'Abd-el-Qa/dir-
ej-Jila'ni.1 The bodies chiefly represented in Syria and
Palestine date from the twelfth to the fifteenth century.
Diplomas accrediting the sheikhs of these orders contain
an unbroken chain of names, beginning with the holder,
first running back to the founder of the order in the Middle
Ages, and then through the earlier centuries to Abu Bekr or
to 'AIL Thus the essential unity of all these orders is
acknowledged. They have accordingly been likened to
the various sects of Protestantism. Powerful organizations,
now prominent in North Africa,, have originated in modern
times.
I.   the mohammedan hagiology
On one of its sides the study of the religious orders of
Islam is but a small part of the larger study of the saints
of Islam. Each founder of a way or order is now regarded
as a saint, or we'Iy, that is, a friend of God, because, like other
great welies each was supposed to have a secret from God.2
1 The principles of organization appear to have originated with
Sheikh Alwan who founded the Alwantyeh in the year 766 A. D., but
the order is not counted to-day among the powerful and widely ex-
tended fraternities.
3 Wely is the name applied to a saint after his death.

